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Project Now Complete
PARKING AUTHORITY TO UPGRADE ACCESSIBLE METERED SPACES


A Pittsburgh Parking Authority program to improve and bring uniformity to its city-wide inventory of reserved handicap and wheel chair accessible metered parking was introduced March 5, 2001 at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Lot at 18th and Carson Streets on the South Side.


“The Parking Authority has been in full compliance with all the quantitative requirements of providing reserved accessible parking,” said executive director Ralph Horgan. “Now we’re adopting measures to bring quality to the program as well.  In short, we’re making each of our accessible spaces accessible to everyone,” Mr. Horgan stated.


Implementation of the initiative began over the March 3-4 weekend at both on-street and neighborhood locations, the executive director reported.  “Specifically, our crews are installing distinctive new blue meter housings, siting them at the appropriate height and position to accommodate wheelchair access, and applying a highly visible and consistent signage system that will alert all of our customers to the location of reserved accessible spaces — both those who are entitled to use them and those who clearly are not,” he said.


Additionally, for accessible metered lot spaces only, the Authority is suspending its requirement of head-in parking, Mr. Horgan continued.  “We’ve been advised that, in some circumstances, the requirement functions as an obstacle to the space being used for its intended purpose.  Consequently, we’ve eliminated it and have instructed our enforcement officers to exclude it from their list of violations,” he said.


Mr. Horgan credited the leadership of the Three Rivers Center for Independent Living for its assistance in recommending steps to improve the Authority’s accessible parking program.  “They alerted us to conditions and difficulties we hadn’t considered 
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previously, and their observations are reflected prominently in the program now underway,” he said.


The three-month project will involve approximately 200 reserved spaces across the Authority’s metered parking network, Mr. Horgan said.  “The length of the effort relates directly to preparing area surfaces for the additional directional painting we’ve included in the program,” he explained.


The city’s 200 reserved accessible metered spaces are complemented by the Authority’s standard practice of permitting an additional hour of parking beyond the posted time limit, Mr. Horgan said.  “The one-hour grace period is mandated by law and our enforcement officers are fully aware of that requirement,” he added.
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